Short Descriptions of the “Meet the Expert” Sessions

Monday, October 8th:

1. Problem-Based-Learning- Izmir Experience (Gül Güner-Akdogan)

There will first be a general introduction to Problem-Based learning (with special focus on facilitation-tutoring).
The second part of this session will encompass the short version of operation of a PBL session.  The scenario used will involve the 7-step procedure, as originated from the University of New Mexico, USA. The participants will play the role of “students” and the session leader will facilitate, with small interruptions to “describe” the operation of the system. The first episode of the scenario will be practiced and the second and third episodes, only explained. 

The third part of the session will involve discussion, questions-answers, and feedback.
The participants  will be given the student and the tutor copy of the scenario.

Anyone interested in PBL is invited to attend. Background in PBL is NOT a prerequisite.
2. Problem-Based-Learning- Manchester  Experience (Keith Elliott)

 The participants will have the opportunity to undertake a PBL case based on one used in Manchester. The case will be introduced along with the general process of PBL. Participants will play the role of students undertaking the case and will discuss the learning outcomes and how they may be developed.

Anyone interested in PBL is invited to attend. Background in PBL is NOT a prerequisite.

3. Educational Technologies (Angel  Herraez)

Based on the information exposed in the previous talk, about what formats are available for working on the web and what features they offer, a discussion will be promoted.

Discussion will follow participants’ interest. Possible main topics will be expansion of the information presented, assessment of the applicability to educational objectives and setups, or comparison among the formats.

Some examples may be displayed for illustration.

A candidate, more specific  topic may be the use of Proteopedia as a learning environment about biomolecular structure.

4. Science for the Public (Wolfgang Nellen)
The relevance and  impact  of bio-sciences on society is increasing and will continue to do so over the next years.  In economy, 30% of products that are so far petrol based will be bio-based within the next 10 to 20 years. Social, economic and ethical decisions have to be made by politics and by the public. It is the duty of the scientists  to allow for critical evaluation knowledge based decisions.

Science has to open up to society and develop methods to reach out and educate non-scientists in order  to enable them for knowledge based decisions.

We will collect material to find answers to the questions in the objectives.

Programs that exist in Germany will be presented and we will try to adapt them for the needs of Armenia.

5. Funds and Programmes (Tomas Zima)
By the end of the session, participants will be able to: Have a knowledge about instruments for funding research in Europe, organized by FEBS, instruments of EU and other sources. Information about different possibilities for funding – research, fellowships, will be presented followed by Q and A.
6. Critical Reading of Literature (Mathias Sprinzl)

By the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Critically analyze a biochemical publication in its form and scientific added value.

Learn how to present and discuss the essentials of a paper.

Make suggestions for the follow-up research.

During this session, there will be presentations of 3 selected publications by individual participants and discussion of these papers in the group.

Those participants who volunteer to prepare an article  for discussion are requested to choose, before September 20th, from  the examples  of papers provided by Mathias Sprinzl. All participants will be sent these articles for study before the session. Participants should know the content and the essentials of the paper prior to session  and be prepared to discuss its strengths and weaknesses.

Tuesday, October 9th:

1. Supervision and Assessment in PhD Training (Gül Güner Akdogan)

The paradigm of PhD supervision has changed greatly during the past decades.

By the end of the session, participants will  have

· Understood the major role and responsibilities of a supervisor, of the PhD Student, and of the Institution

· Discussed the expectations of the PhD students

· Learned how to solve  problems between a supervisor and a PhD student

· Acquired the basic skills of supervision

· Acquired the basic skills of assessment in PhD training

The session will be run  mostly through lively discussions within the group. Sharing of experiences and interactive approach will be promoted. The session will follow the following programme:

· Introduction-Supervision and Assessment in PhD Training

· Work on “vignettes” (specific scenarios where there are problems between the supervisor 

and the PhD student and discuss how to solve these problems)

· Sharing of Experiences and problems encountered during supervision- real life cases

· Discuss the role and responsibilities of a PhD Supervisor, PhD student and the Institution

· Discuss the critical points in the assessment of a PhD student

· Questions- Answers- Feedback 

Professors, post-docs, and PhD students, also,  are needed for this session.
2. Internet Searching (Angel  Herraez)

By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

-Concentrate on specific search tools according to the objective sought. 

-Use the “advanced search” option in search engines to narrow down their searches. 

-Find relevant information and resources to study and display (bio) molecular structure. 

Based on the information exposed in the previous talk, about search platforms and tools, a discussion will be promoted. Discussion will follow participants’ interest. Possible main topics will be expansion of the information presented, evaluation and comparison of tools familiar to the participants. A part of the session will concentrate more specifically on the search and uses of information on biomolecular structure. Major guide will be whatever the attendants are interested on, or what has been raised as a consequence of the previous talk. Also, sharing known resources and discussing them comparatively. Part of the session may be devoted to some practicing of the feasibly least known technique of searching databases of structure and sequence of biomolecules, mainly around the Entrez and PDB portals.
3. Critical reading of Literature  (Mathias Sprinzl) (Please see Session 6, October 8th).

4. Writing a Research Proposal (Tomas Zima)

The objectives of this session are:

· Inform about the possibilities of different types of grants for research

· Show the different grant applications

· Describe the critical points for filling the applications

· Discuss the important points for a research proposal

During the session the participants have a possibility to see the different grant/project applications (different grant agency, FP EU, etc.).  We will discuss the different part of applications, critical points etc. The interactions  will take place with participants to fill in the proposal. 

Participants may also bring their own research proposals (In English) for grant application, to discuss during the session. If so, they should send  their research Project proposal  before October 1st.
5. CV  Writing (Keith Elliott)

 By the end of the session, participants will be able to: Improve the presentation of their CV’s. Depending on the number of participants, discussion of individual CV’s either in small groups or one-to-one will take place. Introduction will have been given in the talk during the meeting. I will try to identify common strengths and weaknesses in CV are presented. The session will involve questions and answers. 

A prerequisite for this session is that the participants should prepare a CV and send it before the meeting or hand in preferably the day before to allow time for me to read and annotate it.
6. Student Self-Organisation (Wolfgang Nellen)

By the end of the session, participants will be able to:

How to organise a student group

What activities may be scheduled?

How to organise a small scientific meeting?

How to get funding?
The session will involve small group work with advanced students.

We will find out needs of Armenian students in science communication. 

What is the status quo, what can be improved?
